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On April 30, a 19-member House Democrat task force released a report concluding that the
Salvadoran government's investigation of the November 1989 massacre of Jesuit priests was at a
standstill. Nine soldiers, including a colonel, have been charged with the murders. The report said
that the government appears to be reluctant to follow up leads that point to involvement by other
high-level officers. Next, the congressional task force said the investigation of the assassinations
reflect problems within the Salvadoran army that go beyond isolated cases. For instance, said the
report, the case is seen not as an isolated action by a few soldiers, but rather as an indictment of the
armed forces as an institution. An unidentified administration source cited by Xinhua said Secretary
of State James Baker may agree to withholding 25% of US military aid to the Salvadoran government
dependent on how the multiple murder case is handled. At present Washington provides $85
million in military aid to El Salvador, in addition to over $200 million worth of assorted economic
assistance programs. Secretary Baker told members of a Senate appropriations subcommittee May
1 that the Salvadoran investigation of the Jesuit priests' murders will affect White House decisions
on military aid. He said it was also "fair" to say that Salvadoran officials are aware of this type of
thinking in Washington. Baker said that while the future of US aid depends on the satisfactory
resolution of the multiple assassination case, he called on the senators to avoid seeing the topic
become a source of divisiveness in the US. The secretary said he hopes to forge a "bipartisan"
compromise between the White House and the Congress, similar to the one developed last year on
Nicaragua. (Basic data from Notimex, Xinhua, 05/01/90)
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